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Hazardous Chemicals Exceed DEP/EPA Levels at Approved Boca Raton Development Site
–August 3, 2010, Boca Raton, FL—The results of extensive environmental testing by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has documented levels of hazardous chemicals that exceed their standards for both residential and industrial land use.  This property that was approved for residential development by the city of Boca Raton on 12-11-07.  The Boca Teeca Golf & Tennis Club site is located at 5800 NW 2nd Ave. in Boca Raton and is currently operated as the Ocean Breeze Country Club which is owned by an affiliate of Chicago-based MCZ Centrum development company.

The primary concern by the DEP investigators was that shallow ground water exceeds the Ground water Clean up Target Level (GCTL) and Maximum Containment Level (MCL) for arsenic and that a large population is supplied with drinking water, drawn from local shallow wells.  The Florida DEP report cites several potable wells are located within 4 miles of the site, the nearest of which is one of three supply wells, operated by the City of Boca Raton, within ½-1 mile of the site.  The City of Boca Raton provides drinking water for a service population of 115,930. 
Arsenic and two pesticides (toxaphene and dieldrin) also exceeded EPA Regional Screening Levels. Considering that residential development of the maintenance area has been proposed, the Soil Exposure Pathway could also become a significant concern. Consequently, the site warrants a recommendation for inclusion into the Comprehensive Environment Response Compensation & Liability Information  System (CERCLIS).
The final report by Florida DEP  was released on July 28, 2010 and includes citations on the hazardous chemicals which concludes that the site contains concentrations of arsenic, carcinogenic PAHs and pesticide, exceeding Soil Clean-up Target Levels for direct exposure in industrial and/or residential settings.  The investigators concluded that the interposed golf course maintenance area was the probable source of the arsenic contamination of an adjacent property.  The Florida DEP & EPA conducted their field work February 2nd & 3rd, 2010 to determine whether this site warrants listing on the EPA CERCLIS inventory and further CERCLA Superfund action. 

This adjacent property was tested for ground water contamination in 2007 and disclosed in the environmental report commissioned by Save Boca Raton Green Space.  This report referenced numerous studies of golf course contamination in South Florida which have found elevated levels of arsenic in the soil and ground water of South Florida golf courses.  An earlier study by University of Florida professors documented that 96% of Florida golf courses surveyed had used MSMA and over 70% made multiple applications of this arsenic-based chemical “which is suspected to be responsible for various cancers (bladder, kidney, liver, lung and skin).”
The owner of the Ocean Breeze golf course obtained approval of a land use change and zoning change in 2007 for the purpose of building 211 townhouses, but with the subsequent decline in the housing market in the area, the building  permits were never applied for and the owner is now in foreclosure on their $7 million mortgage from Wachovia Bank.  The owner purchased of the property in 2004 for $7.175 million according to Palm Beach county public records.
The Florida DEP study does not support residential development on the site.  Boca Raton’s city council approved the development even though the environmental report commissioned by Save Boca Raton Green Space cited nearby elevated levels of arsenic that was 10 times the Florida DEP’s acceptable standards.  Arsenic is a known carcinogen which causes several forms of cancer and exposure to arsenic increases the risks of diabetes and heart disease according to scientific studies.  With over 90% of Florida drinking water coming from groundwater this exposure to arsenic is a serious concern for all residents.
As a result of the November 2007 environmental study, Save Boca Raton Green Space had requested that the city follow the recommendations of the Broward County golf course conversion study that was conducted in June of 2007 and called for testing of ground water and soil (a/k/a Phase 1 & 2 testing) prior to consideration of land use changes and development approvals.  Save Boca Raton Green Space is currently citing the lack of public health protection within the city development approval process and is requesting that the city include these environmental testing provisions in the current proposed amendments to the comprehensive plan.

If public health and safety is the primary objective of the city government, then how can city officials ignore this important public health consideration prior to their approval of changes to land use, zoning and development orders?  Subsequent to the Broward County golf course conversion study, the commissioners of Broward county accepted staff recommendations for amending their comprehensive plan to include requirements for environmental testing and increased protections for open space within their jurisdiction.  At least one other local city has followed these recommendations as the City of Oakland Park has adopted their own amendment to their comprehensive plan that includes similar environmental and open space protection provisions.
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About Save Boca Raton Green Space  - Save Boca Raton Green Space is a residential coalition that seeks to protect open spaces from development within the city of Boca Raton while also seeking to enhance the protection of the public health & safety with increased environmental accountability by the city of Boca Raton.  For further information, please visit the web site www.savebocaratongreenspace.org 
